Pax Christi Massachusetts 2025 Peacemaker Award

PEACEMAKER OF THE YEAR
Robert E. Tyer (posthumously)

Just Faith, The Sandwich Ministry
Greater Springfield Campaign Nonviolence

From introductory remarks at the 2025 Assembly in October:

Those of us who have been grieving feel a part of us has been filled, because we
can celebrate this. —Jane Virgilio, Greater Springfield Campaign Nonviolence
Chair; Member, Pax Christi Western MA

Bob’s nomination, as submitted by Bill Toller, PCMA Board of Directors:

Robert E. Tyer is my nominee for this year's annual peacemaker award. Bob passed
away on July 29, 2025 very suddenly, and his passing has created great sorrow in
our JustFaith Community, Greater Springfield Campaign Nonviolence, the
Sandwiches for the Homeless Ministry, and the Holy Cross Parish Community, and
Mary, Mother of Hope Parish. Bob was a founding member of Greater Springfield
Campaign Nonviolence and The Sandwich Ministry where he personally sliced ham
and turkey each week for over 400,000 sandwiches for the hungry in Springfield
during the past 18 years. Bob was co-facilitator for JustFaith groups, formation in
our Catholic Social Teaching, that were offered for the past 20 years to over 350
men and women who have become change-makers in their respective communities.
Bob was the epitome of faithfulness to all the ministries that evolved from JustFaith
formation!

Beyond Bob's amazing examples of faithfulness, he was the ultimate example of
hospitality and love. Whenever Bob saw you, his face lit up with genuine joy. You
were the most important person in that moment and the tributes we have seen
over the past several weeks attest to Bob's impact on so many people with his
warmth and love for them. We miss him terribly, but this award will be a reminder
to all of us of his gentle spirit and his welcoming love for all of us. He is and was the
ultimate peacemaker!
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